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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [9.57 pm]: I want to follow up briefly on my statement from last 
night. Members who were here may recall that I was considering the whole issue of standing order 108(2) with 
respect to answers to questions on notice and the whole issue of what it means to receive a response within or 
including nine sitting days and what the process is thereafter. As I identified last night, the situation was that I 
was to receive a response by today or otherwise certain actions were due to take place. 

For those members who were away, I will explain what happened last night. Hon Ken Travers always likes to 
help me with my speeches and midway through what I was saying yesterday he stated, according to the 
uncorrected proof of Hansard , “I suspect that when you get the answer, it won’t answer your question anyway.” 
In response, according to the uncorrected proof of Hansard, I said, “Possibly, although the last time the 
department was helpful.” 

Hon Ken Travers also said something a little later that I want to get to in a moment, but the first thing I need to 
say is that I did get an answer today. I am pleased to inform Hon Ken Travers that they did answer the question 
and, indeed, it was helpful. In fact, it was incredibly helpful, and I do not believe that they realise how helpful 
they have been. However, that will be a discussion for another day. This is not the day, and certainly eight 
minutes will be insufficient to explain all that. 

I want to go to Hon Ken Travers’ second comment yesterday. According to the uncorrected proof of Hansard, he 
said — 

I think one of the problems now is that some—not all—ministers’ officers don’t provide the answer 
until the ninth day. They will have it sitting there on their desk and they sit on it and wait until the ninth 
day. Some ministers don’t do that. I think that is something that needs to be looked at. 

Mr President, it is interesting that I was provided with the answer today on exactly the ninth day. I do not know 
how long it had been sitting there waiting. It is, to be charitable, possible that some final work needed to be dealt 
with yesterday. Remember, the department had the whole two months of the summer recess, but it is quite a 
technical area and possibly it needed that one extra day to get the answer over the line and insert the final 
figures. It is possible. I probably could not say that it is probable, but it is possible. I like to be charitable, Mr 
President, so I will leave that one alone. However, I do think that Hon Ken Travers made an interesting point 
yesterday about the possibility that things might sit on people’s desks until the ninth day. That is indeed 
interesting. I hope that is not the case. Maybe it is. As Hon Ken Travers said, maybe it is something that needs to 
be looked at. 

Mr President, I was, of course, as always very interested in your final remarks yesterday evening in which, if I 
paraphrase, you quite rightly reminded me that I am a member of the Standing Committee on Procedure and 
Privileges and that I have the ability to raise that matter in that committee. I accept that advice, Mr President. It 
is certainly something that I knew before I made my contribution last night. However, as a member of that 
committee, I do think that on a matter like this that affects all of us it is appropriate to flesh out the issues and to 
aerate them in this environment first just to get a bit of a sense of the vibe in the room — 

Hon Sue Ellery: The vibe is good! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Ha, ha—and whether there might be some genuine and authentic support for the idea of 
looking at something like that. I have had a bit of a warm feeling from members opposite over the last 24 hours, 
and that is quite unusual, Mr President. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Let us not go there, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, because I am limited to only another five 
minutes, regrettably. 

I think it is a matter worthy of some consideration. I very much thank Hon Helen Morton, the minister 
representing the relevant minister who provided the answer today, as always for her diligence and 
conscientiousness in ensuring that I was provided with the answer. I never had any doubt that this most excellent 
minister would ensure that that was done. Yesterday my grumble was more about the system than the people 
concerned. I think that the system warrants a little investigation. Perhaps—to borrow the phrase from 
Hon Phil Edman, who said it a few times tonight—there is always room for improvement. I think that is certainly 
the case with the words of the standing order. 

With those comments, Mr President, I foreshadow that I might continue to pursue this matter in that jurisdiction 
that you referred to last night. 
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House adjourned at 10.03 pm 
__________ 
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